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ই ˆ ` HEIR OF 


FRANKENSTEIN! 


ШНЕФЛЕМЕНЖӘШІЕСЕЕЕЕ 


OFTEN... 
AND FAILED 
SO ОЕТЕН.., 


TIME 1 SHALL 
KNOW SUCCESS... 


EVEN AS MY 
ANCESTORS 
РР BEFORE МЕ! 
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IF THEY COULD 
CREATE L/FE. 


THIS TIME I SHALL 
= (INCREASE THE 
| THEN WHY NOT Z 7 ' DOES THE 


BUT MASTER..- 
EVEN SUCCESS 
BROLIGHT NOTHING 


MORE POWER, ALL THAT MATTERS 15... 
YOU SNIVELLING I MUST NOT FAIL AGAIN 
OAF’ 
LET THE CASTLE y 


SHAKE ! LET IT 
CRUMBLE..-AND 
FALL! 


EVEN THE 


(ALLS 
BEGIN TO 
ЗНАКЕ 


BUT, THE VLLAGERS! 
WILL SEE THE 2/5072 
NING 7 THEY WILL KNOW 
WHAT YOU РОГ 


POWER 15 
ЛОО GREAT... 


IT IG THE VILLAGERS! 
THEY KNOW y THEY 
THE SOUND - 
OF VO/CES..- 
ИРЕ” 


IT 1%--- 
OVER / І HAVE 
FALED-- 

AGAIN / 


т SEETHEM. \| اا‎ QUICKLY! PREPARE Ya GS 
TARU THE PER ى‎ THE ELECTRO-RAY, 


BUT THEY ARE 
NOT PREPARED! 
THEY MAY BE 
INJURED SL 


OR. You 
WILL BE THE 
FIRST To FEEL 
ITS SUDDEN 

STING! 


NOW THE TIME 
FOR WARNINGS 
IS LONG PASTI 


| { 7 NEVER 
AGAIN SHALL 
7 WE ВЕ MENACED 


да 


MASTER. SURELY THEY HAVE 
WHY ГО WE SUFFERED , 
ENOUGH: 


THE 
COWARE? THROW 


THAT WILL 
DRIVE THEM 


— AN THE HEIR ОР, THIS CASTLE VI WAS BORN 
FRANKENSTEIN! 15 Е то BE 


HE'S MADP..- MADDER, So LONG AS НЕ REMAINS 
THAN HIS ANCESTORS, THERE... WITH HIS DEVILISH 
WERE / EXPERIMENTS..-NONE, 

OF US ARE SAFE / 


AND, WHEN IT IS 


EXPERIMENT Х?/7 
NO, MASTER---N OS. 


ІТ |6 THE ONE 
EXPERIMENT -.- 
WHICH EVEN VOL 
HAVE SWORN--- 


SILENCE, 
ЦИ YOU TOADV/, 


THEN ALL М 
DIE WITH 
HIM! 


BUT, FOR 
EXPERIMENT X 
--- YOU NEED А 


WHERE WILL You 
FIND ONE WHO CAN 
ENDURE IT... AND 

SURVIVE? 


To THOSE WHO DWELL UPON THE WORLD BUT, TO ONE WHOSE 
BELOW, IT IS THE BE-ALL AND THE END- HOME 16 LOST НМ... 
ALL OF THEIR MORTAL LIVES --- AMONG Tee 


SOME THERE вит, WOULD чут = 
ARE MIGHT THINK FOR, WITH ТНЕ EAGLE MOSES MA 
МЕ МАР... Н > 
СЕА 
WALK AMONG 
THEM / 


IN THE BUT, ITIS WHERE 
PISTANCE 
IME... 


NONE SHOULD 
---I SEE А ВЕ! 
FLA, 


МУ EYES --- WHICH CAN 50 ONCE AGAIN т MUST 

TRACK THE SMALLEST BEAR WITNESS ТО MAN'S 

GRAIN OF SPACE INHUMANITY то МАМ, 
2027. 

NOW SEE A CASTLE 
SET ON FIRE---WITH A 
HUMAN TRAPPED 

WITHIN 7 


АМР YET... IT 
IS МО ACCIDENT’ 
HE IS THE VICTIM OF 
A HOSTILE 
мов! 


CHANCE, 
IN THERE! 


BY ALL THE LOVE А FIGURE..- 
OF МЕДИЕМ--. UPON A FLYING 
SURFBOARD.-- 


WHAT 15 
3 THAT 2 


HE SOUGHT 

BUT TO A/P 
You! НЕ POES 
NOT DESERVE 
SUCH A FATES 


WE MUST 
FLEE... WHILE 
THERE STILL- 

IS TIMES 


YOu HAVE DONE МЕ І САМ NO LONGER ВЕ I HAVE BUT OWE 
4 SWAYED BY THE UNCTUOUS Yo 
и WORDS OF DECEITFUL 3 
HUMANS / 


72." 
FRANKENSTEIN: 


ALAS, І DID BUT TRY TO AIP I AM A HUMBLE 
THEM--- ТО CURE THEIR /225... SCIENTIST, WHOSE COME... 
AND EASE THEIR POVERTY! LIFE 18 DEDICATED you MUST LET 
TO HELPING HIS ME TELL YOU, 
BUT, THEY ARE FEARFUL FELLOW MAN/ OF MY WORK; 
ses AND HAVE NO TRUST! 


BUT SEE... HERE 


ONCE 1 KNEW 1 GAVE HIM МУ 
А MAN.INA TRUST--- AND 
CASTLE SUCH LIVED то REGRET 


НЕ 700 SPOKE 
TO ME OF 
TV 


AND 50 TAKE 
WARNING I 


° 4 
ALL I NEED 20 IS <) 
WIN HIS SYMPATHY.-- 


You NEED 
SAY NO MORE! 
I 700 HAVE 
KNOWN SUCH 
TREATMENT! 


IS PROOF OF MY, | HERE IS 
GOOD INTENTIONS / THE VICTIM 
OF A TRAGIC 


ACCIDENT: -NH 
1 HAVE TRIED ТО 
SAVE! 


I KNOW THAT ONE 


SUCH AS YOU WILL 


SURELY YNDER- 
STAND, 


BUT THE SIMPLE 
PEASANTS OFTHIS 
VILLAGE ARE 
SUSPICIOUS OF 
ANYTHING THEY 
CANNOT COM- 
PREHEND! 


АМР SO THE SURFER) 
4 МЕ AND 
CONSIDERS --- 

BUT WILL NOT 
LOSE HIS 7 
CAUTION’ 


HE SHALL YET BE PERHAPS I 
THE VICTIM OF SHOULD HAVE BUT EVERY 
(CT 


WALT! THERE 
EXPERIMENT X! \ | REMAINED ANSTIN 
ЛО HEAR TOLD METO 
DEPART! 


IS MORE , 
FOR US TO 5АУ..! 
HIM OUT! 


DOES МУ À FOR I WOULD RATHER --„ТНАм CONSORT SHALLA BAL! 
DREAM OF THE -- 
BEAUTEOUS SHALLA 

BAL 


EACH TIME МУ” 


YES, MASTER... 
YES / THEY ARE 
HERE... THEY ARE 
HERE! 


JAN г N হি 
SHALL SEE 
N ` Уу IT AGAIN. FOR T 
AY قا‎ a дати желм 
1 


| AKA 
(е ¦ 5) 


НЕ WAS 
SEEKING THE 
SECRET OF LIFE, 

ITSELF / 


HIS GREATEST 
MISTAKE WAS ТЕУ- 
ING ТО GIVE KNOW- 
EDGE ТО AN UN- 


THE POWER 
THAT WILL 66 
MINE... WHEN 
I COMPLETE 
EXPERIME! 
x 


MASTER..-- 

ІТ IS FAR MORE 
DANGEROUS 
THAN WHAT YOUR, 


OF COURSE | COME! I 

|7 ¦= / AND | SHALL GIVE 

THAT 16 WHY | THE BEASTS 

THE PRIZE, | THEIR FINAL 

IS GREATER! TEST! 
Бек > е 


NOW YOU SHALL 
SEE WHY ЕА? im. 
MENT X CAN NEVER 

FAIL / 


YOU HAVE KILLED FOOR LITTLE BUNNY... SO 
THEM BOTH! THEY GENTLE..-SO HARMLESS../ 
ARE. ELECTROCUTED! 


You ARE NOT 2% ИЯ MERCIFUL? YOU "N NONE THAT. 
WORTH THE 5% KNOW NOT THE MEAW-) WOUL 
FIRING OF A BUT, ING OF THE WORD! “SERVE YOU “ALONE. 
SINGLE Аб FAITHFULLY 
Т АМ AZ Z” NONE 
2 ой YOUR | M 
ee NO PATIENCE 22; 
SAVE - \ TYRANNY AS 
2 2) I РОГ 


IN 
ЕАР/ МЕ... 


FOR Т 
FOUN: 


SEEN ONE ان‎ 
А PROBING SUCH BLINDING 
INTENSITY > 


AND So... A SHORT TIME LATEL-— NEVER HANE Т IT HAS TRE 
Е SEEMING ОЕ 
SIGNÀ 


OF COURSES т KNEW 


THIS COULDN'T FAIL 7 


INSATIABLE 
CURIOSITY: 


I PRAYED 
THAT YOU WOULD 
SEE MY SIGNAL! 


AN #20 THIS BY MEANS OF 
-- WHICH DRIVES ALL 79 
FROM MENIS MINDS/ 


FOR, ± HAVE MADE 
THE GREATEST 
SCIENTIFIC PISCOVERV, 
OF ALL TIME: 1277৮ 
ONE THING... 


ANGER: 4 
| ONLY YOU HAVE 
THE STRENGTH 

TO SURVIVE! 


THEN, AFTER I STILL со мот TRUST I SIMPLY EMIT 
USING му RAY Щ vol: Вит т SHALL Wor | | A 
Он 1 WITHHOLD МУ АР7 
Е 
хас HOWEVER, £ WILL 
KOW POTENT TAKE STEPS ТО 


PROTECT 
FOR MAKER MYSELF! 


= ^ ШТА 
7 ¿ A DUPLICATE Е  WEAPON-..SO 
с Б SILVER SURFER---BUT, Hig. cosa 


< -MY X RAY | 
AOUPLICATOR! UNDER MY CONTROL? ECTION , 
ћ > IS MEANINGLESS: 
IT ALLOWS ME 
ТО DUPLICATE , 
ONE LIVING BEINGS} 


1 SENSE THAT WHATEVER 


BORGO..- 
THERE IS EVIL. BEFALLS, SURELY LOOK! THE 
AFOOT...AND VET, шш MY POWER SHALL À | LIFELESS 

I MUST LEARN SUSTAIN ME/ 

ITS NATURE / 


THE SURFER 
SHALL DIES 


ONCE AGA 
RED І HAVE BEE 
BETRAYED. 


МАР 
М, 
САБИР = 


ASERS STIRS! TOI + ست‎ REE 
2 TELL LA 
7-94 
ç : ; 
22 “- 4 


I HAVE SUCCEEDED... 
IN SOME EVEN BEYOND MY WILDEST, 
STRANGE PREAMS! 


MANNER, YOU 
UGHT TO І HAVE OUT- DONE THOSE 
WHO CAME BEFORE МЕ... 
THOSE WHO BORE THE 
NAME 1 BEAR! 


STREI / 
ВИТ, ЕУЕМ 
SETTER... 


НЕ 15 MINE 
ТО COMMAND / 


ү 
STAND AWAY || IN THE VALLEY BELOW, ' YOU MUST SHOW THEM THAT 
FROM HIM, ZENE? А VILL, LIES... Z AM MASTER HERE... YOU 


THEY NOW MUST 
AS ALL 


THE WORLD SHALL 
2 LEARN-- 


HATRED ON 
HIS FACE/ 


LET ALL ВЕ FROM THIS MOMENT 
WILL IS YOURS. 


I BRING A 


I--- WHO WAS 
NOTHING --- 
NOW SPEAK 
FOR ONE WHO 
IS SUPREME’, 
THE POWER 15 
MINE! ONLY THE 
BONDAGE SHALL 
BE yours! 


EVEN AS YOU STAND..- 
THE EWERGY 


WHICH SHALL 

CONQUER A 

WORLD..-FOR n 
FRANKENSTEIN 


AND THAT WHICH МО, MASTER! ৷ You MUST SHED, 
I NO LONGER YOUR VICTORY, МО MORE 
S0! THE f] `x 15 WON „А. BLOOD! 
ТЕШЕ SURFER О SHALL SOON ВЕ 
STILL LIVES / | DESTROYED! 


BUT, IT SHALL 
NOT BE FOR 
LONG! 


MINE MUST BE THE 
ONLY SILVER SURFER 
TO SOAR ALOFT / 


AND 50, 
THE SURFER 
IS DEAD! 
--- LONG LIVE, 
THE SURFER?! 


MURDERER... NOW NO MERE I MUST KNOW HIS 
You HAVE HAD x у ди FIREARM ВИТ, THERE POW 
YOUR MOMENT! CAN FELL IS ONE WHOM 
THE SILVER -. --- BEFORE 
4 SURFERS NEVER: 
Fl EARTH Т МЕ. ТЕН. 


U NOTHING! 
UNG 


MAPNESS/ 


HE HAS GONE To THE У Вит, THAT IS NOT : МУ Ж, WHO HAVE 
VALLEV...TO BRING اچ‎ ALL OUR HUMBLE ALLOWED You To 
FEAR ТО THE HE WILL VILLAGE IS ONLY 
VILLAGERS! BEGINNING 


THE wy 


1 HAVE A 
HEARD TO SOAR../ 


ENOUGH’. 


---BUT IT was 


MADE ме А, 
MONSTERS, 


TO УО/..-Т AM | Вит, THOUGH 

LESS THAN THE BORGO L/VES 

< Mo lie LIKE A WHIMPER- 
FEET--- (ING GARGOYLE... 


ICKLY--- ON YOUR. WHAT SHALL 


MEET TL МА, 
HE HAS RETURNED! 


ALL SEEMS 
NORMAL. 


ENOUGH 
BELOW/ 


AND YET, 
AN AURA OF 
FEAR HANGS 
HEAVY IN, IN 715 


YOu HAVE 
NOTHING To FEAR 


EVEN GREATER 


/7/6 
GREATER, THAN yours! 
YOU FOOL! 


1 АМ NOT 
WEAKENED 


BY COM- 
PASSION! 


NO! МО; WE HAVE DONE 
WHOEVER You ¿ тела не 
{ ` 


---ТО DESERVE 
SUCH A FATES 


YOU MUST SEEK SHELTER YOU MUST TAKE | WHILE EVEN OWE 
срока 59) (етан јео Ва 
! G ---YOU oo 
^ ТЕ? ‘SUBMIT? YOU MUST 
FIGHT ТО THE LAST! 


IN HIS MURDEROUS 
HASTE, HE Не 


i‏ — ى 


Your! WHY ARE YOU STILL HERE Z WHY HAVE 
YOU NOT жер? 


I COULD NOT LEAVE 
YOU ... WHEN YOU HAVE RISKED 
ALL--- TO SAVE UYS! 


I...WANT TO STAY! I WANT 
ТО BE -.. OF SOME HELP! 
Sor" 


GOOD! HE COMES WHATEVER THE RESULT 
МЕ--- JUST ¥ 


AFTER 
AS I PLANNED! 
WHERE 


WE MUST МОТ TO BATTLE/ 
FIGHT ON THE LAND 


BELOW -.- WHERE 
INNOCENT BE/NGS 
MAY BE THE 


HE (5 TRULY A DUPLICATE BUT WOW..- LET 
OF THE SILVER SURFER... ME SEE oN 2 
HIS STRENGT. 
FOR HIS BLINDING COMPARES... 
SPEED 


IS TH 
EQUAL OF MINE! 


20. HARTFORD! 
LOOK AT THE / 
OSCILLOGRAPH! 
THE NEEDLES 
GOING 7 
ONLY SOME 
SORT OF 
CALAMITY 
PACE 
COULD CAUSE 
ION 


A REACTI 
LIKE THAT! 


BUT, IN THE 


NAME OF 
REASON... 


++: WHAT САМ 
IT BE? 


PR. FRANKENSTEIN 
HAS DONE HIS тов 
WELL-- 


AND NOW ONCE ; 8 PO You REALIZE AT AND EVEN МОЖЕ... I 
iżid ˆ ىن ا ەە‎ NEE 
то U 
š МЕЗ VOURS/ 
e 2-59 = 4 
RA 7 
OUR SF 


а 


| <, 


ба 


ى 


---WHICH WERE 
А LIFETIME 


А, COMRADE --- OUR 
INTELLIGENCE SUS- 


HAT THEIR 

| | INTELLIGENCE 

THINKS THAT 
WE ARE 


PERHAPS 
THE TIME 15 
NEAR WHEN WE 
BOTH SHALL FACE 
SOME COMMON 
ENEMY! 


++: WHEN МО MAN 
WILL BE CALLED 
--- ENEMY! 


MO, MASTER. 


had ж WHAT? You 
„/ уои CANNOT ` 


РАВЕ SPEAK 


USE IT AGAINST = So TO MET, 


YOUR OWN PEOPLE! 


ONCE I HAVE DISPATCHED 
THAT MOTLEY MOB BELOW 
-Т SHALL SETTLE WITH 
YOU. -- FOR THE LAST 
TIME! 


LOOK OUT. Z AND STILL THEY СОМЕ! DO THEY THINK МЕ ТОО 
HE |> ARMED: LILY-LIVERED TO FIRE INTO THEIR MIDST? 


HE SEEKS TO I NEED HAVE NO FEAR 
DRIVE US BACK OF RETRIBUTION! 
BY GUNFIRE ! 


JOU Motes Fi SNE МОИ MY MOMENT , 
You, MASTER! ДА THAT ONE DAY 
YOU WOULP GO HAS COMES 
тоо FAR! EVEN А5 A SLAVE 
LIKE A OMAN! 


ТО YOU WAS GIVEN YoU COULD HAVE 
THE пи у аи GIFT, USED THAT GIFT 


„ТО ILLUME 5 
UNIVERSE. 


WHY DID HE PROBABLY TRYING TO 
POIT? WHATS SOFTEN US UP...FOR 
НЕ AFTER Z 


[4 
LS WELL «аа! 
МЕЧЕ GOT, সী 


CAN'T MANAGE IF ONLY WE KNEW! | Бит ALAS, NONE BUT WE 
2 WHAT'S HAPPEN- SHALL EVER KNOW--- 
<! 


МОТО Рт 

MUST NOT ENO ДР 
LIKE тег LI 

4 | 1 wiLL Wor 


> \ а IT CANNOT, 
(а po YOU HEAR?, 
ONE OF Us, BUT OUR ~ WILL „Ф 
HAS FALLEN! STRENGTH DIE? 
| 15 EQUAL! 
w 8` 


2 | 
À 


WILL/INGLY 
10 GIVE 
MY LIFE... 


YOUR GRIP GROWS 
Е. -WHILE 
MINE GETS LIMPI, 


THE EWERGY 
IS DRAINING 
FROM МЕ...” 


THE HAZE IG AGAIN THE HUMANS THEY KNOW Ni 
GONE!T SEE) | ATTACK WITHOUT WHAT THEY DO. 
HIM! CAUSE / 


Now'S OUR AGAIN THEY 
CHANCE “Z TRY 79 GLAY, 


Гау তত 
WITHOUT А 
ৰ, 


НЕ WAS CREATED... BROUGHT ME š I WOULD WILLINGLY 
TO ВЕ MY EQUAL /, ИСТОКУ... АМР HAVE DIED TO SAVE 


BROUGHT HIM AANKIND--- 
BUT, THE VERY таа вит, MAVING 
WEAKNESS THAT EA NO COMPASSION --. 


HE MOCKED... THE 
EMOTION HE THE THOSE OF 


CALLED PITY 


WEAKENED VIM 
243 My FELLOW, ENOUGH ТО CAUSE 
LIVING BEINGS / HIS DOWNFALL 2 


+++ TO SAVE THOSE 
WHO HATE ME 
и 4 


77 
(AS 


ІШАШЕ5ДОРАТНЕВУ/АТЕНЕЕЛІ 
` e. 


` É 
Г 
Г 


SI 
ке. = 
7 ë 
ৰ Ñ 


0 
М 


DAN ADKINS. K 
JEAN 1220............ LETTERER 


«АЗ 
] > < пак 
...YOUR LEG'S OKAY... 
YOU'LL FEEL BETTER 
0 MR. SWAN'S CONTRIBUTIONS ) WITHOUT HIS НЕГР, 
МЕ # DON'T KNOW 


WHAT WE'D 
HAVE JOWE... 


SORRY, ALAN / 
IM DATED LP 
FOR THE REST 


` |) OF THE YEAR! 


ALAN SWAN, ONE OF THE MOST THE WORLD 15 OVER | 
DECENT MEN ON EARTH IS .. DoE 
COMPLETELY FR/ENDLESS... D WITH о 


веме ТО 
LOVE... 


7 
PERHAPS YOU'VE 


w 
BORN SO UGLY? 
WHY MUST L 
GO THRU LIFE 

LONELY AND 
UNLOVED-- 2 


WHY HAS 
FATE MADE 
ME THE 


LIVING 
GARGOYLE 
THAT I 


BUT UNEXPECTEDLY, A 5 ONCE AND FOR ALL WE SHALL 
BROADCAST 15 DESTINE LEARN IF LIFE EXISTS FAR 
ALAN SWAN'S ENTIRE £/FE. BENEATH EARTH'S SURFACE! 
BUT FIRST, A MAN MUST ВЕ, 
FOUND то ORIVE THE 
MOLE TO ALMOST 
[3 CERTAIN DOOM! FOR 
THERE IS NO WAY TO 
RETURN 11 TO THE 
SURFACE AGAIN / 


WHY DON'T Z 

VOLUNTEER? I 
WOULD NEVER 
BE MISSED 


ING, MR. 
SWAN? THERE'S 


REACH THE YOU WILL BE IN TOUCH WITH 
BOTTOM / us BY RAD/O, OF COURSE, 
TO REPORT YOUR FINDINGS! 
BUT... ONLY YOUR VO/CE WILL 
EVER RETURN TO THE 


SURFACE / 

THIS WILL BE 
THE BEST 
THING THAT 

COULD EVER 

HAPPEN TO 
МЕ? I'LL 
OO IT” 


GACKI WHY 
SHOULD Z WANT 
TO COME BACK! 


THE MACHINE IS POWERED 
TO REACH THE CENTER OF 
EARTH AND THEN STOP... 
FOREVER! A FITTING ENO 

TO ALAN SWAN/ 


E BEGINS HIS 
MONUMENTAL JOURNEY... А 


Ш И) 1 WAS BORN A GARGOYLE 
- THAT EARTH 


-50 
WOULD HAVE A MAN WELL- 
SUITED FOR SUCH A 
MISSION 
AS 
4 
Ле А С 


„..@АУ5--1Т'5$ BEEN DAYS...FOOD 
RUNNING LOW-- MUST BE NEAR 
THE CORE.., 


AIR ALMOST GONE... 
MUST REACH THE 
CORE-- SOON... 


/7 75 STOPPED! 

THE POWER 15 GONE 
AND I CAN BREATHE... 
І-ГУЕ REACHED THE 

CENTER OF EARTH! 


НАМЕ NO FEAR, ў 
GOOD STRANGER! Д У 


YES! DUE TO THE OIM 

LIGHT IN OUR WORLD 
WE DO NOT SEE 

THINGS TOO CLEARLY! 


AND OUR HEARTS ) MUSIC IS OUR L/££/ YES! YES! І 
TELL US YOU ARE | CAN YOU PLAY 43 CAN PLAY/ I 
GENTLE, AND KIND | THE LOVELY VA WANT ТО PLAY 
AND YOUR SOUL MELODIES WHICH = 

WE SENSE FILLING 

YOUR HEART? 


b) 
ЭҲМ 2 ЙЫ 


AHH! HEAR 
THE BEAUTIFUL 


MELODY.“ 


LET US PAY 
А то 
A THE MUSICIAN! 


WE BEG YOU ТО REMAIN | WE OFFER 
HERE WITH US, SOTHAT | YOU OUR 
THE BEAUTY OF YOUR | RESPECT, OUR 
= MUSIC MAY /NSPIRE | GRATITUDE, 

US FOR ALL THE AND OUR 


THINGS WITH 
THEIR HEARTS 
AND SOULS, INSTEAD! 


MO MORE REMAINS TO BE TOLD,’ ІТ САМ 
ALL BE SUMMED UP IN THE FIRST AND 
LAST MESSAGE FROM THE EARTH'S CORE... 
THIS IS ALAN SWAN!" I HAVE REACHED THE 
AND THIS IS MY BOTTOM OF EARTH, AND А 
EPO MIRACLE HAS OCCURRED! 


LESS DEPTHS, I HAVE 
STUMBLED ONTO -- 
AEAVEN! 4 


IN TRUTH, THE 
TIME MUST ONE DAY 
OME WHENALL MEN 


THE MEANING OF... 
HEAVEN ON EARTH! 


СЕЕН 


S/o MARVEL COMICS GROUP, 625 MADISON AVE. "2 


Dear Messrs. Lee and Buscema, 

After reading ‘ And Who Shall Mourn for Him?” in SILVER 
SURFER #5, | decided to use a formal salutation because | 
feel | owe it to you. To be honest with you, | am not a 
Marvelite, nor do | claim to be. SILVER SURFER #5, how- 
ever, is perhaps the greatest and most heartwarming story 
to appear in any comic. 

Al Harper and the Silver Surfer both shared a common 
bond with each other: persecution. Each knew what it means 
to be “different” and to be misunderstood. Though only a 
fictitious story, SILVER SURFER #5 had many truths to it; 
the ex-gambler who needed money in order to pay his bills, 
the con-men who made sure that the player lost either his 
money and/or his life, the frightened mob that would attack 
before listening to reason — all are so true in today’s world. 

The greatest part of the whole story was the unselfish sac- 
пісе of Al “for the SAKE OF EVERYONE ON ЕАКТН!“ То 
see one man who met with persecutions and misunderstand- 
ing all his life give himself for mankind was truly noble. | 
don’t cry, but | actually wept after reading the last panel of 
the story. | don’t mean that | broke down and cried, but | 
did let a few tears fall. Perhaps it was because | could 
identify with Al since | too am a black American, or maybe 
it was because | take a sentimental look at things. 

| haven't read SILVER SURFER since the first issue. Why | 
bought =5, | really don't know — but I’m glad | did. Thanks 
for reading this, and thanks again for such a wonderful 
story. John Stewart ||, 1219 Nolan St. 

San Antonio, Texas 78202 

Welcome back to the fold, John — and our thanks 

to you for a wonderful letter! 


Dear Stan and John, 

| feel you have achieved something in SILVER SURFER #5 
which reaches the status of a modern classic, a milestone in 
the development of the superlative style of each individual 
Marvel character and strip. Here we have John's painstak- 
ingly explicit and graphically beautiful artwork — brought to 
its full potential by his brother’s inking — tightly knit with 
some of the simplest, most lyrical scripting Stan has ever 
done; and we see the two functioning as a team, evolving 
their own library of new graphic clichés. 

As to the philosophy of the Silver Surfer, both as a char- 


acter and as a strip, | have an idea. | see the Surfer as de-' 


picting the noble anguish of a superhuman, almost god-like 
creature — perhaps indicating the elements of good that lie 
in man, as an individual and as a race —unable to escape 
having to deal with less pure elements, the evil or antisocial 
elements in men, individually or collectively. In terms of a 
wider application, the “shield” that prevents the good ele- 


| ment(s) from escaping into isolation, the barrier to the Surf- 


er's efforts to elude or evade the problem of dealing with 
evil, is the proximity of individuals to each other, and, in- 
deed, of each individual to himself. As our environment 
thrusts us into closer contact with our neighbors, we hod bet- 
ter learn to get along, for destruction is the only alternative. 
Well, enough for now. Though | have written to you in 
the past, the pinnacle represented by SILVER SURFER #5, as 
well as the previous efforts leading to it, has fired in me a 
burst of enthusiasm of foreboding advances in the Second 
Coming of Comics, as championed by Marvel. 
Charles Oldham, Box 394, George School 
Newton, Po. 18940 


Dear Stan, 

Do you really hate me that much? Could you really care 
so little about your own Marvels not to realize as | do that 
the only one to draw the true Silver Surfer is Jack (King) 
Kirby himself! Сап" you see that John is ruining the Surfer's 
whole shiny image? 

In fact, you are ruining the whole Marvel image nowl 
What happened to the happy, fun-to-read superheroes? 
Sure, Spidey had his hang-ups, and he still does — but now 
же ге stuck with a sobbing FF that has a little brat hanging 
around, X-Men with a dead Professor X, and a Daredevil 
without Karen. 

So come on, you dingbats, get moving! 

Paul Snyder, 9641 Winston 
Chicago, Ill. 60643 


We are moving, Paul. In fact, if we read your well- 
meant missive correctly, that’s just the problem with 
Marvel — that it refuses to let its heroes stand still while 
the realities of day-to-day living go on about them. 
For, that is the obvious reason why Professor X, like all 
mortals, had to die — why Reed and Sue had а child 


| just as they would have done if they hadn't been struck 
| by cosmic rays — and indeed, why even Daredevil has 


had problems with the girl he loves. 

Although we try not to get stuck in a rut, with each 
of our superheroes spending a full twenty pages a 
month in breast-beating, we've never really been com- 
mitted to the policy that they — unlike other men and 
women of the world we live in — should be forever 
“happy.” Matter of fact, just to bring the subject back 
to the Surfer himself, that’s more or less why we 
changed that “shiny image” you mention. 

Мете not trying to put you down, Paul — honest! 
But, are you sure you don’t have us mixed up with 
some ofher comic-mag company? 


KNOW YE THESE, THE HALLOWED RANKS OF MARVELDOM: 


(Real Frantic One)—A buyer of at least 3 Marvel 
mags a month 

(Titanic True Believer) — A divinelv-inspired 
'No-Prize' winner. 

(Quite "Nuff Sayer) — A fortunate frantic one 
who's had a letter printed 


R.F.O. 
17.1.8. 
Q.N.S. 


(Keeper Of the Flame) — One who recruits a 
newcomer to Marvel's rollickin' ranks. 
(Permanent Marvelite Maximus) —Anyone pos- 
sessing all four of the other titles 

(Fearless Front-Facer) — An honorary title be- 
stowed for devotion to Marvel above and beyond 
the call of duty. 


K.O.F. 
P.M.M. 
ЕЕ. 


Dear Stan and Gang, 

At this crucial point in world affairs, it behooves us as 
historians to comment upon one known as the Watcher. Al- 
though not ordinarily integrated into formal coursework on 
the philosophy of history, the Watcher's impartial narra- 
tives should rank with such objective historians as Leopold 
Von Ranke. 

The Watcher's dispassionate view of an imperfect world 
is understandable within the Rankean framework. It is im- 
perative, however, to consider the matter of moral commit- 
ment when viewing the actions of puny, fallible men. Arthur 
Schlesinger, Jr., epitomizes a distinct commitment to the New 
Deal and the Democratic Party, and even the Blue Beetle 
(sheesh!) espoused his commitment to the virtues of Ayn Rand 
and William Е. Buckley. Why can’t the Watcher make his 
stand to an activist philosophy? 

Your comics voice a strong concern for social justice in an 
evil world. As historians, we therefore implore the Watcher 
to be something more than a mere observer. As Thor might 
put it. “Let no voice be silent whilst evil doth reign.” 

Yours till the Silver Surfer finds true freedom. 

Rick Brown and Roy Wortman, 

Teaching Associates, Ohio State University 
Department of History, 

216 N. Oval Dr., Columbus, Ohio 43210 


We've pondered long and hard over your exhortative 
epistle, friends, and we're with you — at least insofar 
as it behooves the majority of Marvel characters to 
take a stand on the issues that confront a free society. 

However, we've got to admit that one bare-faced 
exception to this general truth is our wondrous Watcher, 
who by his very nature — as revealed months ago in 
his awesome origin is condemned forever merely to 
stand — and helplessly watch! 

If vou're bound and determined to fit him into a 
philosophical scheme of things, though, may we sug- 
gest that we see him as the epitome, the very essence 
of the non-activist — the man who, insistent on remain- 
ing uninvolved, runs the risk of detaching and alienat- 
ing himself from the more fallible race which has 
spawned him. 

For, is not such a man trul 
his own way, merely to stan 
goes on about him? 


condemned as well, in 
and watch — while life 


Dear Stan and John, 

1 really don't like writing this letter, but | believe it will 
benefit you more than hurt you. There has been a recent 
trend by Marvel to put the Negro in the spotlight (i.e., the 
Black Panther, Joe Robertson, Centurius). I'm all for it, but 
when you start your own civil rights protest, well, I'm against 
that. 

I'm talking about the recent SILVER SURFER #5. The part 
| didn’t like was when the Surfer asked why Al Harper 
helped him, The reply was, “Mebbe it’s ‘cause | know how 
it feels to be pushed around!” That was uncalled forl For 
months you've been knocking "из" (you know who | mean). 
It sounds as if we were all big, bad murderers who liked 
hurting minorities. What about the Chinese, Mexican, Jew- 
ish, Irish or Catholic minorities? In many parts of the world, 
they are suffering, too. So how about letting up? 

I'm not а racist, just a concerned Marvelite who doesn’t 
want his favorite comic company to be ruined by something 
that really doesn’t concern you as comic publishers. 

Tim Sullivan, 1522 Shadylawn Dr. 
Burlington, N. С. 27215 

But, such matters as racism and equality do concern 
us, Tim — not just as comic-mag artists and writers and 
publishers, but as human beings. 

Certainly it’s never been our intention to portray all, 


or even most, white Americans as hard-core bigots or 
screaming racists. Maybe Из just that we think that 
many people in this land of the free have too long 
turned their backs or averted their eyes to the more 
unpleasant things that are going on every day. Maybe 
we felt we could do something — even within the rela- 
tively humble format of what used to be called a 
“comic-book” — to change things just a bit for the 
better. 

If we fail, let's just say that we'd at least like to have 
it said of us that — we tried. 


Dear Stan and John, 

Гуе just finished reading SILVER SURFER #5 and | really 
don’t know how | can convey to you how | feel. This maga- 
zine seems to be the culmination of all the hard work you've 
put in for years, trying to make the comic book into some- 
thing more than the cheapest and most juvenile of all liter- 
ary forms, as it was for so many years. Every issue so for has 
surpassed the previous one in quality and entertainment, in 
addition to the somewhat of a “message” it has, unheard of 
before in any comic magazine. The size of the book gives the 
story a chance to develop properly, and "9 much rather see 
it in this form than spread out over two or three issues of a 
small edition. 

The illustrations by the brothers Buscema contribute a 
great deal to the atmosphere of the tale, although | wish 
everyone would stop comparing them to the work of Jack 
Kirby, as their whole style is different from that of Jack and 
should be judged on its own merits. 

Dan Recchia, 169 Waverly Ave. 
Mamaroneck, М, Y. 10543 

Sentiments with which we wholeheartedly concur, 
Dan. In addition, as others have noticed (and we've 
been quick to admit), Stan and the Buscema siblings 
have somewhat altered the Surfer from the coldly im- 
personal hero he once was; and this too adds to the 
difference between the Surfer as he was drawn in the 
earlier issues of Ғ.Ғ. and our sky-riding sentinel as he 
is depicted today. 


А ىتىس‎ 


